
MARCH MEETING
Birds of Prey and the Urban Forest:

The Connected System
Monday, March 20, 1995, 7:30 p.m.

Bethel Lutheran Church, Plantation Ln. & Sudley Rd., Manassas
PWWS member Peter Deahl will present a slideshow on birds of prey and explain how these birdsdepend on urban

forestsfortheir survival.Peterworksprofessionallyasan International Society of Arboriculturists’certified arborist.He
hasstudied birdsofpreyfbr thepast 20yearsand hasamaster bird bander’slicensewiththeU.S. FishandWildlifeService.

Duringourbriefbusinessmeeting wewill discussplansforour manyspring activities-comeandvolunteeryour help.

April Board Meeting
The April board ofdirectors meeting will be held on

thethirdMonday,April17,7:30p.m. atBethelLutheran
Church, Manassas All board membersare expected to
attend and all chapter members are welcome.

Propagation Workshop Reminder
The VNPS ‘‘Conservation Through Propagation”

workshop will be held Saturday, April 1, 10 a.m, at
Piedmont VirginiaCommunityCollege,Charlottesville.
Details and a reservation form are in the Spring VNPS
Bulletin. If you’d liketo carpool, call Nancy Arrington,
368-8431, or Nicky Staunton, 368-9803.PWWS Wikfflower Walks

PWWS members are cordially invited to participate
inthesespringwildflowerwalksled byMarionLobstein:

•Sun., March 19, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Gnat Falls
Wildflower Celebration

Our Virginia Wildflower Celebration runs through
the months of April and May. Events sponsored by all
chapters will be listed in the Spring Bulletin. PWWS
Chapter activities are detailed in tins newsletter. Cel-
ebratespringand wildflowers- participatein ourwalks,
programs and other activities.

Park
•Sun.,April 16,10a.m.-12:30p.m,GreaiFallsPark
•Sun., April 16, 2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m., Balls Bluff
•Thurs., April 20, 12:30-1:30 p.m.,NVCC-Manas-

sas Campus Nature Trail
• Fri, May 5, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m, G. Richard

Thompson Wildlife Management Area, Linden
•Sun,May 15, 10 a.m.-12:30 Great Falls Park
Call Marion, 703-536-7150, for information or res-ervations.
Also, on Tuesday, May 9, 10 a.m. ClaudiaThomp-son-Deahl is leading a triilium walk fin- foe Reston

Garden ClubatLinden.Call her,754-9235,ifyou’d Kke

Next Meeting
The May membership meeting will be on foe

thirdMonday,May15,7:30p.m,atBethelLuthe-ran Church. Details in foe next newsletter.
to go.



Wintergreen Symposium
Wintergreen’s 14th annual wildflower symposium

will beMay12-14.Wildflowerwalks,lectures,andslide
showswill keepparticipantsbusythrough theweekend.
Several VNPS members will be trip leaders. For a
brochure,callStephanieAllenat804-325-8169,orwrite
toWintergreen,P.O.Box706,Wintergreen,VA22958.

Garden FairatBlandy
The Friends of the State Arboretum of Virginia at

Blandy Experimental Farm will hold their Annual Gar-
den Fair on Saturday and Sunday, May 13 and 14. A
variety of plant-related programs and tours are sched-
uled.Exhibitorsandvendorswill alsobepresent Admis-
sion is free. For more information, call the Arboretum,
703-837-1758, or theFOSA office, 703-837-1458.

From die President
HELEN WALTER

WARNING!I It’s that timeof year when your presi-
dent will probably come bearing down on you with a
clipboard at the next meeting,unless by some miracle I
getfloodedwithvolunteers for thegardoitourandplant
sale between now and then. Actually,I can think of few
better ways to spend a couple of hours on a spring
weekaxithanbaskmgmthereflectedgloryofsomebody
dsc’shardworkwhilesomcofthenicestpeopleinPrince
WilliamCountypassby.Thenafteryou’vebeeninspired
by the gardens, you can follow it up at the plant sale
helping wildflower gardeners with their selections or
making a few of your own.

IletmymothertalkmeintogoingdowntoGeorgiathe
first weekend in April for their 26th annual wildflower
pilgrimage. Thiswon’t bediefirst time I’vegonedown
therefortheirannual meeting,butitwill bethefirst time
I’vegoneas thepresidentof thePWWS,soI’m loading
upmysuitcasewithVNPSrefrigerator magnets tohand
out at the meeting.Let’s hope they don’t setoff alarms
at the airport! Like at our own state meetings, it’s
deliciousagonytryingtochooseoneortwofieldtripsout
of a list of around a dozen. Then after you’ve tramped
around all day, they feed you
lowedbyaterrifiespeakerthatyoustruggletostayawake
for. Sound familiar?

Then in June,Helen Rawls and1arc going up to the
Bruce Peninsula to look at Canadian orchids with Ted
Scott’s group. I’ve wanted to take that trip ever since
Nicky showed isherslidesa fewyearsago,andElaine’s
slides in January made up my mind for me. As of this
writing, there is still space available if you want to join
us. It sounds like the topof a lifetime.

We havea reallysuperprogram lined im forour next
meeting Our own Peter Deanl will talk about birds of
prey, aid I don’t ever remember seeing as many hawks
as I have this year,so it should beespecially interesting.
See you then.

Extension Field Days
ThePrince William Unit ofthe Virginia C

ExtensionServicehasscheduled thefollowii
and garden field days at 9-11
(AWP) 4450 Waterway Dr , Montclair, and at Ben
Lomond Community Cento- (BLCC), 10300 Sudley
Manor Dr., Manassas:

• Mowing & Pruning-March 25 (BLCC)
•Backyard Composting&LandscapeDesign-April

22 (AWP), April 29, (BLCC)
• Integrated Pest Management
(AWP), May 27 (BLCC)

• Plant to Avoid Problems & Recommended Plants-June 17 (AWP), June 24 (BLCC)
Anne Wall Park meets outdoors and Ben Lomond

meets indoors. Call the extension office, 792-6285, for
more information.

lawn
a m. at Anne Wall Park

an excellent dinner, fol-
(IPM) - May 20

ispubfehedsixtimesa year by Prince Wifliam WHdflower
Society, a Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant Society,
P.O. Box83,Manassas, VA 22110. Permission isgiven to
use material with ereeft to source.

President, Helen Walter. 754-8806
Edttor. Nancy Arrington, 368-8431
Artist Nicky Staunton. 368-8803

Paarane lertoia May-june issue is May 1, 1wa.

Ironweed T-Shirts & Totes
T-Shirtsand totebags printed withanattractive New

York ironweed, our 1995 Virginia wildflower of the
year,will beavailableatourMarchmembershipmeeting.
Prices, including tax, are as follows: long sleeve shirt
$15.68, short sleeve shirt $13.59 and tote bag $12.54.Our chapter shares the profits with VNPS.



Rare Plant Monitoring
AttheFebruaryPWWSboard meetingConservation

Chair Nicky Staunton announced requests our chapter
him receivedtomonitor two plants at two ottos in Pimoo

more information
d be. If this sounds

Potowmack Chapter Plant Sale
Potowmack Chapter’sspring wildflowersalewill be

Saturday. May 20. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.. at Green Spring
Gardens Park near Annandale. Call Gerry Pratt, 323-
1094, for information.

like son -thing you d be interested in helping with, call
Nicky, 368-9803.PWWS Garden Tour

Thisyear’sgarden tour,our10th,will beheld, rainor
shine,Saturday, April 29,10a m. to5 p.m and Sunday,
April 30, 1 to 5 p.m. The following gardens are on this
year’s tour:

Kathy and Don Ehrenbexger, 8954 Jasmine Ct,
Manassas

Janet Melton, 8655 Weir St., Manassas
Connie Wessol, 6835 Gen. Longstreet’s Line near

Manassas Battlefield.
The Ehrenberger garden was on our 1989 tour, and

this will be the first time for the Melton and Wessol
gardens.

Refreshments will be served at the Wessol garden.
We need members to furnish refreshments, help get the
gardens ready, and serve as hosts/hostesses during the
tour. Helen Walter is taking care of the scheduling and
she’d like to hear from you-call her at 754-8806 and
offer to help.

As in past years, our tour isfreesince it servesasan
educational project for our chapter and gives viators a
preview of plants offered at our plant sale. A brochure
withdirectionstothegardenswill bemailed tomembers;
call Nancy Arrington, 368-8431 or 368-9711, if you’d
like extra copies.

New Wildflower Book Out
Copies of a new book, Finding WHdflowers in the

Washington-Haltimore Area,co-authored by PWWS
member Marion Lobstein with drawings by PWWS
member NickyStaunton, will be availableat ourMarch
meeting. The book is a guide to foe locations, habitats
and blooming periods of wildflowers in Virginia as well
asinWashington and Maryland. Detailedinformationon
specific parks, trails, river banks, marshes, and other
natural areas is given along with brief descriptions of
some 720 species Cost is $34.95 for hardback copies
and 15.95forpaperbacks.MarionandNickyhavekindly
agreed to autograph books our members purchase, if
you’d like a book but can’t get to the meeting, call
Marion at 536-7150, or Nicky at 368-9803.

Fern Valley Wildflowers
Join James Adams, horticulturist and assistant cura-

tor of the U.S. National Arboretum’s Fern Valley, for a
walkat10am.,Saturday,April29.Hewill identifymany
spring wildflowers in a variety of habitats. Meet at the
Fern Valley parking lot. For information, call 202-245-
2726.

NVCC Guide Available
An attractive brochure, ‘Take a Walk on our Wild

Side,”describesNVCC-ManassasCampus’swildflower
garden,bluebird trail andfoe nature trail. Foracopy,call
the college at 257-6600, or write to Marion Lobstein,
NVCC-ManassasCampus,6901 SudleyRd.,Manassas,
VA 22110-2399.

Plant ID at Blandy
Marion Lobstein will conducta workshopon“Intro-

duction to Plant Identification” at Blandy Experimental
Farm on Saturday, April 22, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The
workshop will concentrate on hands-on activities to
familiarize participants with plant structures, identifica-
tion keys and field trips as tools for plant identification.
A follow-up fiddtrip to the G. Richard Thompson
Wildlife Management Area and the grounds of Blandy
Experimental Farm will be conducted on April 29 from
10a.m. to 3 p.m. Those activities are sponsored by the
FriendsoffoeStateArboretumand afoewill becharged
to cover costs of foe workshop and/or fiddtrip. For
information call Blandy at 703-837-1758.

Gardening With
Woodland Wildflowers

PWWS member and garden designer Marie Davis
will present a slide program on gardening with native
shade loving wildflowers at Ellanor C. Lawrence Park,
Centreville, at 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, Man*26. The
program isfreebut reservationsmust bemade bycalling
631-0013.



;smallest, the two lateral or
in size, and the two lowest

ascentbutarepoflinated bya variety of insects active in
int The fruit that develops isa pod or legume,

slender pod that turnsRedbud
(Cervix canadensis)

MARION LOBSTEJN
// l W Associate Professor, Biology, NVCC

One of the most beautiful flowering tree combina-
tionsofspring is themagentaflowers of redbud (Cercis
canadensis) contrasted with thewhite bractsof flower-
ingdogwood(Commaflorkidy In early April,beforethe
leavesappear, clustersof redbud flowersdevelopc
tlie bark of the branches and even the trunk of the tree.

development of flowers from woody tissues of a
tree or shrub is a phenomenon known as cauiiflory, a
condition morecommon in the tropics than in temperate
/.ones.

andreddish brown by fall is two to three inc
3/4-inchwideandhasupto10-12brown:
These fruits are eaten by deer and a number of bird
species, thusthe seedsare dispersed in thedroppingsof
these animals.

Thehandsomealternateleavesofredbud arebroadly
heart-shaped and are two to six inches wide and almost
aslong.Leafmarginsaresmoothandtheleafsurfacesare
essentially smooth or only sparsely hairy on the under-
side. The bark of the slender trunk is dark gray-brown
and develops scaly ridges in older trees. The slender
zigzagtwigsarereddish-brownandthesmall lateralbuds
(terminal buds are absent) are deep red to maroon in
color. Redbud is an understory tree with a broadly

I seeds.

outof

This
may
in some instances.

The historical uses of redbud by American Indian
tribes has been somewhat limited: small branches were
used tomakebaskets, Indian children ofsome tribesate
the flowers, and a tea made from the bark was used to
treatwhoopingcough As mentioned earlier thefruitsof
redbud are eaten by wildlife as are the young twigs and
flowers.Itsprimaryhuman usetodayisasan ornamental
specks.

Hus spring look for the burst of cola- of redbud in
bloom in local woods. Enjoy the contrast of this color
alongwiththebeautyoffloweringdogwood.Laterin the
season look for the handsome heart-shaped leaves,
strikingdark bark,and theclustersofredbud fruits.This
spedes is certainly one of our most distinct and eye-catching in the understory of our local woods.

Thiscolorfulmemberofthelegumefamily(Fabaceae)
iscommonly found in rich moist forest understories and
along forest edges. The genus name Cercis is from the
ancient name for the oriental Judas tree (another com-
mon name for redbud) and the species “canadenstf'
meansCanadian. ItsrangeisfromConnecticuttoFlorida
and northern Mexico and west toeastern Nebraska.Itis
found in virtually every county in Virginia except
on theEastern Shore. Redbud refers to theflower buds
whichareadeep red color,and Judastreeisbasedonthe
legend of Judas Iscariot hanging himself on an Asiatic
species of this genus.

The pink to magenta flowers are home on 3/8- to
1/2-inchlongpedicels(floweringstalks)in loosedusters
of six or more flowers. The 3/8-inch long flowers have

those

Spring Woodland Hike
Enjoy a colorful array of wildflowers at Ellanor C.

Lawrence Park, Centreville, on Saturday, April 15, 2-3:30 p.m. Reservations required, 631-0013.

Lilies & Bells
Seea lovely display oftroutiilies, bluebells, trilliums

and much more, Tuesday, April 18, 9-10:30 am.,
Riverbend Park, Great Falls. Reservations, 759-9018.



NVCC Open House Prince William Wikiflower Society
Board of DirectorsPWWS members are invited to a groundbreaking

ceremonyforPhase EL constructionatNVCC-Manassas
Campus, Wednesday, March 29 at 4 p.m. behind the
cafeteriaofthemain classroom building. Therewill bea
tour of the wildflower garden that PWWS
Marie Davis designed and installed several years ago,
and Marion Lobstein will be signing copies of her new
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Botany
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Nursery Source List
Nancy Arrington has updated the VNPS’s list of

nurseries that sdl propagated native plants Well have
copies at the March 20 membership meeting, or send
your request for a copy, along with a SASE, to Nancy
Arrington, P.O. Box 462, Manassas, VA 22110.

Education

Mstorian

*Librarian
Membership

Plant SaleRare Plant Auction & Sale
Thefriends of the National Arboretum are sponsor-

ingthe4th AnnualFONAPlant Auctionand Gardeners’
PlantSaleon Saturday, April 22, 10a.m to3 p.rn.Plant
societies havebeen invited todispense their information
and Nicky Staunton is planning to bethere to represent
theVNPS. For moreinformation,call theFONAoffice,
202-544-8733.

Programs
Publications

Propagation
Registry

25th Annual Bluebell Walk
Northern Virginia Regional Paik Authority’s 25th

annual bluebell walk will be Easter Sunday, April 16,
2:30 p.m., at Bull Run Regional Park, Centreville
PWWS membersNickyand Loren Staunton will betour
leaders this year. Weekday tours can be scheduled by
calling 528-5406 at least two weeks in advance.

Bull Run’s one-and-a-half mile Bluebell Trail is the
largest strand of bluebells on the East Coast, and the
annual walk isoneofthearea’soldestestablishednature
walks.

PWWS Plant Sale
This year’splant sale will be held Saturday, May 13,

9 a.m. to noon, in the parking lot of Bethel Lutheran
Church (same location as our membership meetings)
Marie Davis will chair this important fund raising activ-
ity.

Call Marie at 361-1626 ifyou can donate plantsor if
you need help getting your plants potted up. Call also if
you need labds(plant*should be labeled with botanical
andcommonnames) Mariecanalsoadviseyouon prices
to put on your plants. Be sure plantsare potted up three
weeks in advanceso they’ll look good for the sale. Plan
toget your plants to thesalesite by7:30on the morning
of the sale, or call Marie if you need to make other
arrangements.

On thedayofthesaleweneedmany helping handsto
unload and arrange the plants, to serveastellers during
thesale,andtoclean upafterwards.CallMarieandlether
knowhowyoucanhelp.Encourageyourfriendstocome
and purchase plants, and remember that members get a
10% discount on plants.

Pink Lady’s Slipper Walk
Take a leisurely stroll with a naturalist to see one of

NorthernVirginia’slargestdisplaysofnature’sbeautiful
orchids, 2-3 p.m., Sunday, April 30, at Hidden Oaks
Nature Center, Annandale. Reservations and informa-
tion, 941-1065.



developadense rounded shape, bloom more profusely,
but may decline fester. Dark green, broadly heart-
shaped leavesare about fiveinchesacrossand, in some
trees, turn a soft yellow in fall.

In the garden redbuds are very mud) at home in
naturalisticwoodlandsettingssimilartotheirlocationsin
nature. Theycan alsobeusedinamoreformalgardento
provide shade for a deck or patio. Be color-conscious
when planting redbuds. They’re beautiful with white
dogwoodsbutnot with pink ones.Alsokeepthem away
from coral colored flowering quincesand orange-flow-
ered deciduous azaleas that bloom at the same time.

You can avoid the color dilemma by planting a
“whitebud” (Cerriscanadensis‘alba’)oraform that is
morepinkthanmagenta.Redbudenthusiastic.Raulston
has amassed an impressive collection of species and
cuhivars at the N.C. State University Arboretum in
Raleigh. In the arboretum’s July 1986 newsletter he
described MfonnsoftheEastemredbudthathavebeen
found in the wild. Probabty the most popular is‘Forest
Pansy,’ a selection with purple foliage that gradually
turns green as the season progresses.

Redbud’s hard-coated seeds need a period of moist
cold(stratification)forgermination,somethingthat may
happen too often if you havea redbud in your garden.
Sharetheseedlingsbutkeepatleastoneincaseyou need
to replace the parent tree.

NATIVES FOR
THE GARDEN
NANCY ARRINGTON
Propagation Chairman

Redbud
(Cercis canadensis)

With dustersofbright pea-shaped magenta flowers
studding its bare brandies, redbud brings a feeling of
warmth to the early spring garden. This small tree, a
familiar understory species m local forests, is a good
choice for both formal and naturalistic gardens.

Redbudsgrowquickly and bloom when veryyoung,
but they have a tendency to be short-lived. In the mid-Atlantic area they’re especially susceptible to
Botryosphaeria Canker. The U.S. National Arboretum
has begun abreeding program todevelop disease resis-tantcuhivars.It’sawasteoftimetotrytosaveadeclining
redbud-just cut it down and start over with a healthy
young tree.

Undercultivation redbudsgrow20to25feettall with
analmostequalspread Theygrowbest inadeep,moist,
well-drained soil, but will adapt to any soil, add or
alkaline, that isn’t permanently wet. In full sun they

PRINCE WILLIAM WILDFLOWER SOCIETY
A Chapter of the Virginia Native Plant Society
PO Box 83, Manassas, VA 22110

Redbud
Cercis canadensis

MARCH MEETING:Monday, March 20, 7:30 P.M.Bethel Lutheran Church, Manassas


