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Riverbend Park Continued from page 1 
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g(4!dT#,$9#%*",6D%-"',$D9'fC!
!
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Photos preceding page: Zebra swallowtail on Asclepias tuberosa, Black maple 

Acer nigra. This page: not so rare Ramps, Allium tricoccum. photos by Margaret 

Chatham 

 

Are you interested in expanding your skills in plant identification? Huntley Meadows Park is seeking 

a volunteer to act as an herbarium laboratory assistant. This person will aid in plant processing, 

data entry, and maintaining accurate paper records. The time commitment is approximately 12 

hours a month, working on Tuesdays or Friday afternoons. For more information, please contact 

the volunteer coordinator via email: Kathleen.Lowe@fairfaxcounty.gov  
 

().*')0'#1&'D),#1T'-C##"#$),'
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86*$%5.!

Fall is the Time to Plant! Some Local Native Plant Sales 
!
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S@'<(+!)#'?&($C!R\PY!)'&&(!S@'<(+!]?C!1/&J#(?'<#!
S#%4'?#.C!S&@%!OYC!^!#*QRZYP!@*!!0123#$%88#3%8+!#$!@#'%!62!)'&&(!S@'<(+!T#//!)#'?&(!;#.H!_`VS!$#/&!A&7<(?!%7&!

[6'%<B4/%4'&!I&(%&'H!_`VS!622&'$!6,&'!OPP!$@&B<&$!62!(#%<,&!E</?2/6E&'$C!$7'4A$C!,<(&$C!%'&&$C!2&'($C!$&?+&$C!9!
+'#$$&$H!a6%$!62!6%7&'!,&(?6'$C!$6*&!62!%7&*!E<%7!(#%<,&!@/#(%$C!A#=&!$#/&C!*4$<BC!6%7&'!#B%<,<%<&$H!
S4(?#.C!S&@%!ORC!^!#*QY!@*!!9':/':.#7)8/8)4+#;'.5+(&%.<"#$%88#1%*)&+#28%.*#3%8+C!06',&(!V#'=C!Obc\Y!

S64%7&'(!V/#(%&'!a#(&C!a&&$A4'+C!_1H!`#%<,&!@/#(%$!A.!`#%4'&!-.!;&$<+(C![<//![64$&!T#'*!9!`4'$&'.C!9!
8#%&'*#'=!866?$H!
S#%4'?#.C!S&@%!cPC!OQR!@*!!9'.=#>(%.<?#$%88#1%*)&+#28%.*#3%8+!#%!a6(+!-'#(B7!`#%4'&!I&(%&'C!\cd!SH!I#'/<(!

S@'<(+$!]?C!1'/<(+%6(!
S#%4'?#.C!S&@%!cbC!^!#*Qc!@*!!1'(*?+(.#@8+A%./()%#$%88#1%*)&+#28%.*#3%8+!!K26'*&'/.!V#'=2#<'2#J!`#%<,&!V/#(%!

S#/&L!#%!S%H!I/&*&(%!"@<$B6@#/!I74'B7C!ObPO!e4#=&'!a#(&C!B6'(&'!62!!e4#=&'!9!:#=B'&$%H!
S4(?#.C!S&@%!cfC!OP!#*Qc!@*!!B%(*?#3%.=?%#$%88#28%.*#3%8+!#%!%7&!`4'$&'.C!&(?!62!I/64?!;'<,&C!S@'<(+2<&/?!
!
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VNPS Potowmack Walks 
!

S#%4'?#.C!14+4$%!cYC!^!#*Q(66(!
!%5'.#1+<C#3*%*+#2%(C#D)*?#9)5%#>()=?*##
One of Lisa Bright’s favorite places, this beautiful park is bordered by Pohick Bay, Belmont Bay and the 

Potomac River.  We hope to see an amazing variety of Coastal shrubs, including some great patches 

of lowbush and highbush blueberry, black huckleberry, swamp doghobble, serviceberry, possumhaw, and VA 
sweetspire. We may also find pickerel weed, arrow arum, three squares, rose mallow, cardinal flower, smooth 

beggarticks, fringed and shallow sedge, sneezeweed, and many others. State parking fee of $5 on entry. 

Space limited: register at  https://vnps20140823.eventbrite.com/ 
 

S4(?#.C!S&@%&*A&'!cOC!OQR!@*!
!+(()-%<#$%(-E#BAF8'().=#*?+#$8'(%#%./#$%:.%#'4#%#2)+/-'.*#7)8/8)4+#!%.%=+-+.*#@(+%#D)*?#;?%(8+5#3-)*?#
Explore the site's field complexes, upland depression swamp forest and high-quality shrub wetland. Merrimac 

Farm hosts an impressive diversity of birds, amphibians and reptiles. Space limited; registration required. 

!
All Chapter Programs and Walks are Free and open to the public 

Join our listserve at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/vnps-pot to 

receive notices that contain walk registration links. 

9:23*$21$;&3)&(&*$K.."#"'
A6!9(5!;%$(6!*(#/+;!6*$!2%(+,T+$9!VA<$'*<B*PD$HD:D'!*86!877!6*$!.%$55C!P>6!/+!5./6$!87!(00!6*$/%!.%887%$(,/+;<!58:$!

$%%8%5!9$%$+S6!)(>;*6!d6*$!$,/68%!87!6*/5!+$950$66$%!)(+!/,$+6/7&!9/6*!6*(6!$B.$%/$+)$fC!G89!&8>!)(+!,89+08(,!I^!

.(;$5!87!$%%(6(!(+,!:(4$!)8%%$)6/8+5!68!&8>%!7/%56!$,/6/8+T7/%56!.%/+6/+;!)8.&!87!6*$!VA<$'!7%8:!

*66.YLL708%(87#/%;/+/(C8%;L$%%(6(TXL!

How you can help in the community

Falls Church Habitat Restoration Team  
 

 
[&/@!'&$%6'&!%7&!/6B#/!&B6$.$%&*!<(!B<%.!@#'=$H!
]&*6,&!<(,#$<,&$!#(?!@/#(%!(#%<,&$!%7#%!E<//!A&(&2<%!
/6B#/!A<'?$!#(?!A4%%&'2/<&$H!T6'!*6'&!<(26'*#%<6(!
B6(%#B%!0&/<$$#!>&#%&$!#%!bPYQdYfQ\^\O!6'!
*&/#(<%&g,&'<G6(H(&%!

 
Arlington County’s Remove Invasive 
Plants (RiP) Program 
 

[&/@!]&$B4&!1'/<(+%6(!
@#'=$!
2'6*!#/<&(!@/#(%!
<(,#?&'$h!V/&#$&!
A'<(+!.64'!6E(!%66/$H!T6'!*6'&!<(26'*#%<6(C!B6(%#B%!
S#'#7!1'B7&'!#%!bPYQccfQOf\c!6'!
$#'B7&'g#'/<(+%6(,#H4$!

Reston Association’s Habitat Heroes 

Program 
 

[&/@!'&$%6'&!/6B#/!E</?/<2&!7#A<%#%!%7'64+7!<(,#$<,&!
@/#(%!'&*6,#/!#(?!'&@/#(%<(+!E<%7!(#%<,&!@/#(%$!T6'!
*6'&!<(26'*#%<6(C!
B6(%#B%![#!-'6B=!#%!
bPYQRYdQb^f\!6'!
7#g'&$%6(H6'+!

 
Fairfax 

County’s Invasive 

Management Area 

(IMA) Program 
 

[&/@!'&*6,&!<(,#$<,&!
@/#(%$!#(?!@/#(%$!#(?!
/&#'(!#A64%!(&E!$@&B<&$H!
T6'!*6'&!<(26'*#%<6(C!
B6(%#B%!"'<(!S%6B=$B7/#&?&'!#%!bPYQYcRQf\fO!6'!
&'<(H$%6B=$B7/#&?&'g2#<'2#JB64(%.H+6,!
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Botanic Names: Some of these plants are like one another; 

some of these plants are kind of the same 
 

-.!0#'+#'&%!I7#%7#*!
!

:'!#%!/&#$%!$6*&!@/#(%$!#'&!(#*&?!#2%&'!6%7&'!@/#(%$H!S@&B<2<B!&@<%7&%$!K%7&!$&B6(?!E6'?$!62!A<(6*<#/!(#*&$L!
%7#%!&(?!<(!i6<?&$j!62%&(!B#//!#%%&(%<6(!%6!$<*</#'<%<&$!%6!#(6%7&'!+&(4$!62!@/#(%$H!S6!8)1$"&/(-(70%,1'!K`6'E#.!

0#@/&L!<$!(#*&?!#2%&'!%7&!S.B#*6'&!+&(4$!9/(-(7*'!
A&B#4$&!`6'E#.!0#@/&k$!/&#,&$!#'&!E<?&!/<=&!
S.B#*6'&k$H!:1/%0&'%'";1/%(7-;0%,1'!K:JQ&.&!
S4(2/6E&'L!<$!(#*&?!#2%&'!%7&!+&(4$!62!%'4&!
$4(2/6E&'$!:1/%(7-;*'H!<0/-07%("('-1$0%,1'!KB6**6(!
(#*&$!(6%!E&//!#+'&&?!4@6(Z!87<%&!;6//k$!;#<$.C!
S%#'E6'%C!T#/$&!1$%&'C!6'!>764$#(?Q2/6E&'!1$%&'L!?6&$!
<(?&&?!'&$&*A/&!#!$*#//!8'-1$H!=1*+"4$(6($%0%,1'!
K26'*&'/.!>(/,'-1%7%("4$(6($%0%,1'C!-#''&(!S%'#EA&''.L!
$7#'&$!%7&!%7'&&Q@#'%&?!/&#,&$!9!+'6E%7!7#A<%!62!
3$(6($%(C!%7&!%'4&!S%'#EA&''<&$H!1(?!917-;0$*+"

'1,0%,1'!K;<%B7!S%6(&B'6@L!/66=$!#%!/&#$%!#!/<%%/&!/<=&!
*&*A&'$!62!%7&!+&(4$!?1,*+H!
!
S6*&!62!%7&$&!$<*</#'<%<&$!#'&!(6%!,&'.!7&/@24/!/6B#//.Z!
90/.'-%);*+"()$0'-%);0%,1'!KI7'<$%*#$!2&'(L!#(?!
@1&($%("()$0'-%);0%,1'!KS</,&'.!S@/&&(E6'%L!#'&!(#*&?!
26'!%7&!+&(4$!8)$0'-%);*+H!87&(!a<((#&4$!2<'$%!
B'&#%&?!%7<$!+&(4$C!<%!E#$!#(!&J%&($<,&!+&(4$!62!2&'($!
<(!E7<B7!%7&!$6'<!26'*!#!$6/<?!*#$$!6(!%7&!A#B=!62!%7&!
2'6(?H!-&%%&'!$#*@/&$!9!B/&#'&'!,<&E$!7#,&!'&?4B&?!
%7&!+&(4$!8)$0'-%);*+!%6!264'!$@&B<&$!62!$E#*@!
2&'($C!6(/.!6(&!62!E7<B7!<$!264(?!<(!%7&!NSC!#(?!%7#%!
(6!(&#'&'!%6!4$!%7#(!T/6'<?#C![#E#<<C!9!V4&'%6!]<B6H!
!
>7&!,#+#'<&$!62!%#J6(6*<B!$7<2%$!7#,&!+<,&(!4$!$6*&!

6??<%<&$Z!]4&!1(&*6(&C!26'*&'/.!871+071//("-;(/%)-$0%,1'C!<$!(6E!#;(/%)-$*+"-;(/%)-$0%,1'C!i%7&!>7#/<B%'4*!%7#%!
/66=$!/<=&!#!>7#/<B%'4*Hj!S<*</#'/.!S64%7&'(!064(%#<(Q*<(%C!26'*&'/.!#*//%("&.)7(7-;1+0%,1'C!<$!(6E!
9.)7(7-;1+*+"&.)7(7-;1+0%,1'H!iV.B(#(%7&*4*j!%'#($/#%&$!#$!?&($&/.!2/6E&'&?C!E7<B7!$4<%$!%7&!*64(%#<(!
*<(%$!E&//C!A4%!S64%7&'(!064(%#<(Q*<(%!<$!(6!*6'&!?&($&/.!2/6E&'&?!%7#(!%7&!6%7&'$H!!
!
I7&$%(4%!:#=k$!A6%#(<B!(#*&!7#$!$7<2%&?!2'6*!A*1$)*'"&$%7*'!%6!A*1$)*'"+07-(7(C!A4%!%7&!6/?&'!(#*&!<$!$%<//!
'&B#//&?!<(!A*1$)*'"&$%70%,1'C!%7&!;E#'2!I7<(=#@<(!:#=H!
!
1(?!.&$C!%7&'&!#'&!i6<?&$j!%7#%!#'&!+&(&'#/!?&$B'<@%6'$!'#%7&'!%7#(!'&2&'&(B&$!%6!6%7&'!@/#(%!+&(&'#C!#$!90&*/*'"
,1/-0%,1'!K"#$%&'(!I6%%6(E66?C!E<%7!%'<#(+4/#'!6'!?&/%#Q$7#@&?!/&#,&$L!#(?!90&*/*'"-$1+*/0%,1'!Ke4#=<(+!
1$@&(C!E<%7!%'&*A/<(+!/&#,&$LH!-4%!E7&(&,&'!.64!$&&!#!@/#(%!(#*&!%7#%!B6(%#<($!i6<?&$Cj!$%#'%!/66=<(+!26'!E7#%!
%7#%!@/#(%!<$!A&<(+!B6*@#'&?!%6H!
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Notes on the Grass Genus Setaria, Common 

Names Bristlegrass and Foxtail 

By John Dodge 

What I look for in grasses are those that are kind to the student: ones that 

can be identified in the field without a 30-year career as a field botanist. The 

genus Setaria is kind to the student and common in this region. 

Look for a cylindrical inflorescence, with fine bristles that looks like a 

foxtail. Each stem or culm will have only one inflorescence, which will be 

fairly uniform in diameter, often erect but sometimes arching. There will be 

a few leaves on the culm, but usually the inflorescence will not be hidden. 

There are 7 species in our new Flora of Virginia, but we usually will see 

only four in this region. These four are Setaria faberi aka Nodding 

Bristlegrass, S. parviflora aka Knotroot Bristlegrass, S. pumila aka Yellow 

Bristlegrass, and S. viridis aka Green Bristlegrass. Among these four, only 

Knotroot Bristlegrass is perennial and native; the rest are annuals and exotic. 

Incidently, the “bristles” are short hairs protruding from the inflorescence 

usually in an upward direction and with a whitish, greenish or yellowish hue 

at maturity. You will often find foxtails growing in “waste areas”, land that 

has been cleared of its native vegetation but is not being cultivated or cared 

for. Some refer to these plants as weeds, so you will often find them in the 

weed handbooks. 

We’ll start 

with Nodding 

Bristlegrass as the easiest one to identify in the field; when 

mature its inflorescence is noticeably larger than those of the 

other three: larger in diameter, longer, and usually curled over or 

droopy. You will want to look at several plants, to be sure that 

your plant is mature and thereby fully grown. 

Now for the three remaining candidates. If your mature 

foxtail bristles are yellowish with 4-20 bristles per seed, you 

probably have yellow bristlegrass (S.pumila); if greenish and 1-3 

bristles per seed, you probably have green bristlegrass (S. 

viridis). 

 Our last candidate, Knotroot Bristlegrass (S. parviflora) is 

our perennial, with the “knotroot” referring to the “thick, knotty” 

perennial roots and rhizomes. The distinction is technically 

correct but not easy to use, even if you are looking at the roots 

on an extracted plant. Perhaps the timing of the inflorescence can 

be a clue; the annual bristlegrasses flower July-October, while 

the Knotroot Bristlegrass flowers May-October. Second clue: 

this grass was formerly named S. geniculata; “geniculate” is 

defined in our Flora as “having abrupt kneelike bends or joints,” 

these bends found at the base. So the leafy part of the plant can 

look different from the other Bristlegrasses.  

There is one more Foxtail or Bristlegrass you should know about: Setaria magna. With the following few facts, you are 

guaranteed to recognize it as Giant Foxtail or Giant Bristlegrass. It is a native of Eastern North America, but is not native to this 

area. It has been found in 14 Virginia counties; I discovered it this past summer while hiking along a marsh in Henlopen State 

Park north of Rehoboth, DE. It has the form of the Foxtails we are familiar with, but is much larger. The inflorescence can be 

about 2 feet long and 3 inches in diameter in the center. It tapers to the ends. The culm can be 18 feet tall; the one I saw was 

about 8 feet tall. 

This season, see if you can ID the Bristlegrasses or Foxtails you see here and there. 
Yellow Bristlegrass top; Nodding Bristlegrass bottom; photos by Margaret Chatham 

`+89!'8%$!M%(55$5!
A7!&8>!)(++86!7()$!6*$!;%(55!4$&5!/+!6*$!VA<$'*<B*PD$HD:D'<!8%!j>56!9(+6!68!5>..0$:$+6!6*$:!9/6*!:8%$!./)6>%$5<!6(4$!(!0884!(6!

W$'%%,%*<B*>'%"D:H.<:)*RJXJ!2&!`(:(0!'C!A2%(*/:!(+,!3(>0!'C!3$6$%58+<!Q:/6*58+/(+!F8+6%/2>6/8+5!68!P86(+&<!G8C!JJC!A6!

6(4$5!(!7/$0,T;>/,$!(..%8()*<!(+,!)(+!2$!,89+08(,$,!78%!7%$$!7%8:!opensi.si.edu/index.php/smithsonian/catalog/book/66 



 8 

Take a Closer Look -- Late Summer 
 

Elephantopus carolinianus 
 

By Margaret Chatham 
 

I#'6/<(#!"/&@7#(%k$Q266%!#%!2<'$%!+/#(B&!/66=$!/<=&!
#!2#<'/.!6'?<(#'.!*#(.Q@&%#//&?!2/6E&'C!$*#//C!
/#,&(?&'C!4('&*#'=#A/&H!-4%!<2!.64!$&&=!<%!64%!<(!
3/0$("04"5%$6%7%(C!.64!2<(?!<%!/<$%&?!E<%7!
1$%&'#B&#&Z!E7#%!<$!<%!?6<(+!%7&'&l!W67(!;6?+&!
@6<(%$!64%!%7#%!B/6$&'!&J#*<(#%<6(!%4'($!E7#%!
#@@&#'$!%6!A&!#!$<(+/&!2/6E&'!<(%6!264'!6'!$6!?<$B!
2/6E&'$C!&#B7!E<%7!#!$<(+/&!@&%#/!?<,<?&?!<(%6!2<,&!
6'!$6!?&&@/.!B4%!/6A&$H!1(?!<2!.64!%7<(=!<%!%66!
$*#//!%6!A&!E6'%7!#!$&B6(?!+/#(B&C!.64!*#.!A&!
/66=<(+!#%!<%!%66!&#'/.!<(!%7&!*6'(<(+H!I#'6/<(#!
&/&@7#(%k$Q266%!<$!#!/#%&!'<$&'!%7#%!?6&$(k%!24//.!
6@&(!4(%</!$6*&%<*&!#'64(?!(66(H!
!

D2!.64!E64/?!/<=&!%6!'&B&<,&!%7<$!(&E$/&%%&'!K<(!24//!B6/6'hL!&/&B%'6(<B#//.C!
B6(%#B%!1/#(!T6'?!#%Z!#*26'?g#B*HB6*!

 

 
 

Potowmack News 

_<'+<(<#!`#%<,&!V/#(%!S6B<&%.!

VH:H!-6J!dYOOC!1'/<(+%6(C!_1!cccPd!

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V/&#$&!,&'<2.!.64'!#??'&$$!#(?!.64'!!
'&(&E#/!?#%&!6(!%7&!*#</<(+!/#A&/!
!
V'<(%&?!6(!'&B.B/&?!@#@&'!


