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NEXT MEETTNG

Potowmack Chapter Landscapers Will Advise Vlembers at March l2 Meeting

Plan to attend the Thursday, March l2 membership meeting on Landscaping With Wildflowers. Chapter members Beth Smith

and Kathleen Kust will answer questions, analyze problems. and advise on sources ofplants anC information to aid your spring
gardening plans Bring a sketch ofyour present or future garden. ifyou choose. Meet at Green Spring Gardens Park at 7:30 p.m. See

you there!

Cris F-leming'l'o Lead Turkey Run Walk On April 4

N{ark your calendars for Saturday, April 4 when Cris Fleming, recognized local botanist and long-time chapter member, will
lead a chapter walk at Turkey Run Park Cris says rve will look lor harbinger-of-spring and twinleaf as well as other early spring
ephemerals. She also advises that we be prepared lor moderately rugged tenain and wet areas including a rocky stream crossing.
Dress accordingly Turkey Run is located offthe Ceorge Washington Parkway Exits are well marked coming from either direction.
Meet at parking lot C-1 at 9:00 a.m. tbr an all-morrinu walk Participation is limited to 16 Call Cris for registration and information at
l0l 657-9289. \'ou may leave a message.

Lorton Surveys To Begin Again, Targeting Spring Ephemerals

Potowmack Chapter will continue to participate in an ongoing attempt to help Fairfax County develop appropriate use plans for the
i,000-acre Lorton site by compiling an inventory of the tloral species existing there (see Potov'mack Nexn. Winter '96, Fall '97 issues).

A tentative weekly schedule for undeftaking native plant surveys has been established, altemating Saturday and Sunday visits as

hrllows: Saturdays: Mar 14, Mar 2E, Apr 11, Apr 25; Sundays: Mar 22, Apr 5, and Apr 19. All surveys will take place

betu,een l0 a.m and 2 p.m. Ifyou would like more infonnation or would like to panicipate on any or all ofthese dates, call Kathleen

Kust. Conservation Chair. at 836-5868

VNPS State Annual Meeting Progress Report

'I The Holiday lnn at Eisenhower Avenue in Alexandria has been chosen as the headquarters hotel for the September l8-20 meeting

+ James Duke. ethnobotanist and author of/)ctcrsr-rl lr l;ield (itde to l4etlicnrul Plants as well as a new book. The (ireen

I'hurmac.y. will be speaker at the Saturday evening banquet.

'+ Registration and Friday evening's opening program will be held at Green Spring Gardens Park.

Productive Membership Meeting I{eld February l2

Trvo achievements ofthe February l2 General Mernbership N{eeting were the naming ofBarbara Farron as Publicity Chair for the
chapter and the appointment ofa committee to continue finding ways to increase member participation in chapter activities

The consensus at the meeting was that greater publicity was needed lor chapter events, and Barbara plans not only to contact
newspapers and publications ofother environmenlal organizations but to use E-mail in reaching members lfvou wish to receive news

r'iaE-mail.pleasenotil1AnneCrocker.MembershipChair.at417-0i55sothatshecanupdateyourrecords'lhefirsttaskoftheirew
\- comnrittee will be to prepare a questionnaire soliciting input tiom all members on possible chapter activities Watch lbr it!
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President's Message

Although only 6 members showed up at our Get Acquainted/Get Involved menrbership meeting on February 12. there was great
interaction and sharing with our ilboard members who attended lt wasa lirely meeting...arnl we filled the empty Publicity
Committee chair Barbara Farron has accepted that position so we are delighted to know that our May Piant Sale witl be adequately 

-publicized
Ifyou need any help with planning how to landscape your own yard rvith native plants and wildflotvers. be sure to attend our March

I2 meeting at Green Spring. Two members who are trained landscapers will be on hand to advise and answer questions about |.r/l'
own yard Feel tiee to bring a sketch ofyour yard showing house. garage. driveway. shady and sunny areas. uhatever rvill help get
your questions answered

Norma Vermillion, Presidenl

Sixteen Favorite Native Shrubs For The Northern
Virginia Home Gardener*

Xont fu trh i:a si n pl rd.rrrzra (yellowroot)
Leuct hoe .[ottancsraarr (drooping leucothoe or fetterbush)
llhodulenthor t lr.scosrrrn (swamp azalea)
Rht otterulrott maxrzrrrnr (rosebay rhododendron)
Lt rkle r q b e n zoi n ( spicebush)
I lotname I i s vi rgi nierc (common witchhazel)
H ydrangeo ar fu tre scen s isp. rod iq tq (wild hvdraneea)
I'irhur um deitahtm (arrowwood)
Ko ln ia lot i.fol i d (mountain laurei)
I'irbunrun nudun (smooth witherod, esp Winterthur. an

improved lorm selected at Winterthur Gardens- DE )

Mvr ica pens1.'^'cotca (northem bayberry)
Ilex |e ici|Ltt.t (common winterberry)
llhus uronutiur (fragrant sumac)
Aronia orbnililrct (red chokeberry)
I tea i rgi ni c.t (Y irginia sweetspire)
(. le t hro al n ili I i tr (sweet pepperbushl
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Member Profile: Marianne Mooney

Marianne N'looney has called many areas home. She was bom in Philadelphia. raised in St. Petersburg Beach. Florida, and \.! ent to
school at Eastem Connecticut State University where she majored in English

After graduation she rvent back to Florida and apprenticed herselfto two European chetis. she worked as a chefibr l0 vears.
cooking in such diverse areas as New Orleans, London. and l-os Angeles She later utilized her cooking skills bv voluoteering to cook
for the D C. Perishable Food Program. serving the homeless

In 1990, after moving to Arlington. Vircinia, she attended a class taught by Marion t,obstein. borany chair ofthe Prince William
Chapter and becarne lascinated by native plants Shejoined VNPS in I99l after attending our spring plant sale at Green Sprinu She
became actire rvith the Propagation and Sales Committee in September 1996 and has been a tireless rvorker in maintainin{ the beds and
helping at thc sales She was elected secretary of the Potowmack Chaprer in October I 997

In addition to her lvork uith VNPS. she is a knowledgeable and active bilder, \,olunteering at tluntley Nleadows cr.ery *eek She
is also a Master Ciardener rvith Arlington County and has been assistinq Don tlunrphrey (ibrnrer manager of(ireen Spring Ciardens
Park) in maintaining and landscaping the grounds ofCulpepper (iardens Retirement Llome in Arlington

Her far,'orite native plants are trilliums and columbines Besides her votrnteer work. she enjoys hiking, birding. traveling. and
reading. especially Bntish lnvsteries She is a very valued addition to our ohapter irl nranv wavs--ancl she bakes a mean hazelnut
biscotli! We hope Marianne will call r.,zr.area home ibr a lonq. long time

(Gerrv Pratt s profiles will be appearing t'r'equcntly in l)ot()\t nLLk,\'t u.s Ifvou hare a su!:gestion. call her at 321-109.1 )
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Community llvents Clalendar For March and April

Walks

Sat VlaEh 7 Spriug Plant Walk. 3-.1.-10 p.nr Adults Join volunteer naturalist h,lelvin Little ior a walk through the wooded stream

valley oll-ong Branch and Glencarlvn Parks and leam about our native spring blooming plants Call Long Branch Nature Center, 228-

6535

S!L\1Af!lf? I Spring Wildflower Walk :-l l0 p nr .\dults Ford Nature Center in.Alexandria For infbrntation. call 838-4829
Spring Plant Walk" 2-.1 :i0 p m Adults Long Branch Nature Center. sec N{arch 7 entry for details.

'I hurs April 2 Introduction to Spring ll ildflowers. 7 10-9 p m . ages 6 and up [-earn how to identifi, spring wildflowers and the

best places to lind thcm. through a slide shou anci discussion Call Hidden Pond Nature Center for reservation, 451-9588

Sat. AptLt I Poto*mack (;hapter rll ildflower $ alk with Cris Fleming See article on p I Ibr details. Bluets and Butterflies, 9-l I

a.m Adults tlike the rocky trails olthis peacefi.rl park to see and identily beautiful blooms \reet in uest parking lot Call Scotts Run

Nature Preser 
'- 
e- 759-9018 Resen ations belLin \Iarch -1 Spring Plant Walk. 2-4:-10 p m Adults. Long Branch Nature Center. see

N{arch 7 entry 1or details

Fri A ril 10 Spring Wildflowers Hike. 2-3 30 p nr Grades 4 to adult Take a r,,alk to look tbr signs ofspring. The trail is

moderately strenuous and has stairs Bring a tlater bottle and wear sturdy shoes. Call GulfBranch Nature Center, 228-340:]

Sat April 1 1. Wildflolyers of the C&O Canal. l0- ll a n and l-l p m. A Smithsonian Associates program with Cris Fleming. Call
202 157-i010 tbr intbrmation

Tse5.}pfd,L{ Wildflowers at Roundtree Park, l0- ll i0 a m Search the streanr, forests. and tields ofRoundtree Park for spring
rvildllo.,vers Call Hidden Oaks Nature Center 9,11-1065. for inlbrmation and rescnations

iat. A ril l8 Birds and Blooms at Riverbeud Park, 8-10 i0 a m Adults Explore one of Fairthx County's most beautiful parks,

spring migrant birds and wildflower displavs along the Potomac Rivcr \leet at the \risitors Center parking lot, bringsearching tbr
binoculars and field guides ildesired li3 park entrance Ge Call l.ong []ranch Nature Center at 228-6515 Wildflower Adventure, 2-

-.i 30 p m Visit local parks Call Ford Naturc ( cntcr at 8i8-.ltl29 lbr details. Pohick Wildflower Walh 10:30 a.m to I2 p.m. Ages

l2and up. Naturalist Jim Pomerov will point out *ildllowers and trecs llral are in bloom along with other natural happenings during
this leisurely walk Call tlidden Pond Nature ( enter. .151-q588. for details. Lilies and Bells. 9- I I a.m. Adults. Search the riverside

lbr a lovcly displa,, oftrout lilies. bluebells. rrilliums. and orherjewels Call Riverbend Nature Center (aller 3-18) for reserr.ations; 759-

9018 Spring Plant Walk 2-.1 i0 p m Adults Long Branch Nature Center. see illarch 7 entry tbr details Bluebells are Blooming,
I0 a.m - !2 p.m ioin VNPS past president r\-ick\ Sraunton in rvelcoming spring ephemerals hlooming in Manassas National Banletield
Park Sponsored bi,', Prince William VNPS. Princc William \atural Resourccs CoLrncil- iind Nature's Wortder World Cost $5 Call

701 490-0455 for registration and infbrrnation. Enviro-fest'98. 9:i0 a m --l i0 p nr Celebrale Larth Week r.vith live entenainment.
educational plograms. wildlife art and demonstrations. silent auction, nature lvalks. and more At the \ational Wildlit'e Federation s

Laurel Ridge Conserration Education Center. 892-s Leesburg Pile. Vienna ('all -l-heresa 
Spalaro at 790-4.1i5 tbr details.

.S-rtrl-{pffl19 Spring Wildflowers at Fort (1.F. Smith. I l0-i p rn Grade 6-adult Join us in search of spring wildtlouers at Fort
C F Smith Park l-earn some oithe lore that surrounds our native plants as rvell as horl. to ideDlit them Call Long Branch Nature
Center, 228-65-15 l hirtieth Anoiv€rsary Bluehell rA alk at Bull Run. 2 p rn Vicu, orre o1'the largest stands ofbluebelis on the east

ooast and an arra-v ofother spring wildflowcrs on this lice, guided tour Fol information. or to lolurteer to help t'ith walks, call
lvtanin Ogle at 528-51116 Ihere$ill be an Lrrientation 1br rrrlunteer guides on Saturdai. April lu at I-i0p nr

lu_ef -\prrL? 1. Blrrebell llonauza.9 a m -lp m Agcs l2 and up Go ibr a stroll alon-q the Bull Run stream valley to revel in the

abundance ofspring ftling a bag lunch ancl *aiking shoes Reservation b\'4-17. $5. c,anceled ifrain Call Hidden Oaks l""ature

Center.941-I065.
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Thurs. Aoril 23. Potowmack Chrpter TriUium Walk. See anicle on p. 5 for further information

Sat. April 25. Lrkc Accotink Wildflower l dL, lG.lt:30a.m. Join naturalist Clara Ailes for a walk in search oftrout lilies, hepatica,
wrld ginger, and other wildflowers in bloom. Dress for the westher; canceled ifrain. Call tldden Pond Nature Centeq 451-95E8. for
reservation.

Sua. April 26 Wildllower Wdk l-2:30 p.m. Ages t2 and up. A brief slide presentation witl be followed by a hike to identi$ local
varieties of spring wildflowers. Bring wildflower guide books. Call Walney Visitor Center in Ellanor C. Lawrence Park 631-0013, lor
reservations. Pink Lady's-Slipper Walh 2:30-3 p.m Join a naturalist for a leisurely stroll to see one ofNorthem Virginia's largest
displays of nature's beautiful orchids. Canceled ifrain. Call Hidden Oaks Nature Center, 941-1065, for reservation.

Tues. Aoril 28. Trillium Trck, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Adults. Head to Lindeq Virginis, for the glorious display oftrilliurns and other spring
wildflowers. Moderate level walk on rocky trail. Bring a bag lunch and hiking $oes. Reservations by 4-24, $10. Call Hidden Oaks
Nature Center, 941-1065.

Courses, Workshops, and Seminars

Thurs. March 12. For6t Conservrtion and Sitc Planning in North€rn Virginia, E:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. An all{ay seminar sponsorcd
by Fairfax Releaf in cooperation with the Virginia Dept. ofForestry, to be held at the Annandale Campus ofNorthern Mrginia
Community College. Cost of$45 includes parking, lunch. and refreshments. Call Fairfax Rel*af at 324-1409 to register or for
further information.

Sun. March 22
information.

Nationd Wildlifc F€derrtion Grrdening for Communit5r rnd Wildlife Event. See article on p. 5 for funhcr

Wed- Aoril 8 and 22 Spring Wildllowers, 4:15{ 15 p.m Professor Marion Lobstein presents the basics of spring wildflower
identification. This 2-part workshop incorporates the ecology and life cycles ofplants. Panicipants will use plant specimens to lcrrn
the basics of flower struchrre and the use ofcommon guides. The field section allows participants to practice identification skills
covered on Apr 8. Sponsored by the Prince William VNPS, Prince William Natural Resources Council, and Nature's Wonder $,,rtd
Cost $30. Call 703 490-0455 for information or registration. I

Tues. April l4-Tues. June 2. Section I, Spring Flower ldentificatior,
6-8:30 p.m. USDA-sponsored 2-credit course to be held at Capital
Gallery, tuition. S164. Instructor Stephanie Masoq staffnaturalist,
Audubon Naturalist Society. Laboratory and field practice in identifying
specimens, emphasizing the use ofidentification keys. For further
information call 202 720-5885.

Wed. AorillS-Wed. June 3 Section 2, Spring Flower Identification,
7-9 p.m. USDA-sponsored 2-credit course to be held at Woodend

Sarctuary, tuition $164 Instructor, Cris Fleming, regonal ecologist
for the Maryland Natural Heritage Progrsm. (Se€ Section 1, above,
for course description and registration information.)
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Potowmack Members Play Role In Educatrng The Community
On Native Plants

, Potowmack Chapter membcr Bcth Smirh will spea.k at the 3rd annus.l National Wildtfe Federation Gardening For Community
! and Wildlife Event on Sundry, Mrrch 22. B€rh's l€cturE is titled "Gardening for Community and Wildlife, A Cas€ Hstory" and is fic

(ast of tker lech.rr$ beginmng at I p.m. (t-he ottff tero are "Native Plantg Wat6 GetdsL Bird Supplies and More" offered by David

Yos and 'Creating youi Backyard WrJdlifc Habiu by Craig Tufts"). Beth's yrrd and the garderrs she has created at Pohick Regional

Library will be on display during self-paced garden tours following the lectures. Tbis series is offered by the Merrifield Gatdel Centcr

at thet Fair Oaks location and costs ooly a $5 dooation to the Nationsl Wildlifc Federation- RegistEtion begins at 12:30 p.m. For more

inforrutior\ contad the Merri5eld Garde$ Cerlter at 560-6222

Using a ditrerent educational formar, mernber arld popular l€cturer Mrrion [.oht.in has snnounc€d the availabi.lity ofa new video

she has created titled "spring \Ylldllowers ofthe Mid-Atlantic RegIoa." The video fe{ture3 100 cofiunon species of spring wildflowers

with information on $dr identific.atiou as well as medicinal ard edible uses' life cycle inforurado4 conscrvatio4 ard plafits lo bc

avoided (nrch as poison ivy). Marion's co-sulhors are ,ohn DeMrfy, s teacher and naturalisr, and Suzanne Loltr, also s teachcr. The

video costs $19.95 and can bc obtained at chspt€r member Ginny McNair's mture shop, One Good T€|fn (1710 Fem St., A.lexandria);

from Botanical Views, P.O. Box 2756, Purcellvitle, YA 20134 (shipping $3); or by cslling Marioo 81 5167150.

Trillium Walk Scheduled Earlier This Year-April 23

The 6th annua,l spring walk through the Virginia Natwe Plsnt Society's firs Registry Site, The G. Richard Thompson Wildlifc
Mamgsmerft AreE is planned for Thursday, April 23. This leisrely, informal stroli through quia spring woodlands is held on a
weekday to svoid the crowds thar visit this exlraordioary plac€ on weekends.

Due to the mildness of the winter it is believed the flowers will be earlier this year. Thc ugul peat time is thc 6rsr week in Mey
The site is famous for its dense stands of Trillium grandiflorum and other native ephemeraJs. The state-owned pr"scrve strsddle! rh.
Fauquier-Warren County line on the slops of Blue Mountain near Lindea. Panicipants uoally spend l-2 horus on the mountarn
Lunch ard a rest stop are availsble at the Apple House Resauraff on Route 55 in nearby Linden.

Several species of migrating birds are usually seen and heard in abundance at this time, ncluding sc-arlet ta.o.gers, ndous-srdcd
i r whees- and wood thrushes\- 

A carpool will be organiz€d to leave Fair Oaks Mall at 9:30 a.m. if there is suffcient interest. The rip to Linden is about an lr-u r
drive from therc via Route 66. For printed details and directions call Annc Cro.ker at 437-0355 between 5 and 7 p.m.
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Chapter Events Calendar for 1998

Jul
Aug
Sep

Mar
Apr
Apr

May

Board mtg. Gen. membenhip mtg.
Cris Fleming Chaptcr wslk 9 a.m.
Bosrd mtg. Newsletter deadline
Trillium walk 9:30 a.m.
Board mtg.
Plant stlc
Memb€rsbip pot luck
Board mtg. Newslener deadline
Board mtg.
Board mtg. Newsletter deadline
Board mtg.
Plent sale
Potowmrck Chrptcr hosb State Annusl Mtg.
Board mtg.
Potowmrck Cheptcr Annuel Mtg.

t2
4
9

23

t4
l6

7

ll
9

t3
l0
t2

18,19,20
8

1l
t2

n

Jun

Nov Board Newsletter deadline

Spring Plant Sale Scheduled For May 16, 1998

After an unusual winter (often blamed on poor liftle El Nino), most ofus are looking forward to getting outdoors and diggrng in

the din and are full ofplans to beautiry our landscapes. It's been a very laclluster winter with only one meager snowstorm to br€ak lhe
monotony.

To those ofus active in the propagation beds at Green Spring, spring means a very active season preparing for our annual spnng
sale. We will be potting up plants for the sa.le as soon as the weather permits. We urge you to think ofthe \T,IPS sale as you divide
your perennial native plants this spring. The public is very arrxious to include native plants in their gardens and we on the commrnee
depend on our members to supplement the number and variay ofnative plants offered.

We especially *elcome ferns, woody plants, and spring ephemerals since these plants are not easily propagated in our chapter beds

Ifyou are planning to contribute plants, please pot them up by the fust week in May. Transplanting often stresses plants and \re lranr
to be certain that all plants rle offer to the public are healthy and in good shape. Of course, ephemerals may look pretty sad by mic!-

May but that s ro be expected.
In addition to plants, we would appreciate your plastic pots (4-, 5-. and 6-inch size; no market packs or clay pots. please) \'ou

can bring them to the propagation beds at Green Spring and deposit them near our potting table. While you're there, notice the bran,.j

new park sign installed last fall
Our successful plant saies have enabled us to co ribute to the continuing development ofthe Native Plant Trail at Green Spnns

The chapter supports efforts to make the trail more user friendly by encouraging interpretation. We are anticipating a new brochurr
some wayside stations on the trail, and the training ofa core ofour members to lead tours through the trail. The financial contrrtur,, ,,.
budgeted by our chapter this year have been earmarked to hire an intern to acr;omplish these ends.

Ifyou are interested in helping us in any way (volunteer hours, plants, pots, etc ) please cali Gerry Pratt at 32i-109.1 We r,,11. , t
all members--no erperience neessaryl

Potowmack Chapter
Virginia Native Plant Society
P.O. Box 161

Mclean, VA 22101
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