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  Grants Approved for 2025
1. BLACKSBURG HIGH SCHOOL
Students at Blacksburg High School are working to transform two acres of school grounds into thriving native plant habitats and outdoor learning spaces on the schools campus.  This project includes the creation of a one-acre Monarch waystation test plot, while another acre will be reclaimed from invasive species and reforested using native trees and shrubs donated by the Virginias Department of Foresty.
Students have begun invasive species removal on the site and have established a plant nursery on campus to care for plants that will be installed in the fall.  Teachers are incorporating the project into their curriculum, offering hands-on opportunities, for students to connect with ecology, conservation and culture. Interpretive signage, volunteer workdays and future infrastructure such as, trails and an outdoor classroom, will help sustain and expand the project’s impact.
2. HERITAGE PARK PROJECT
Live, Work, Grow and the Town of Blacksburg are transforming a 20-by-100 foot section of land, adjacent to the Heritage Park parking lot off of Meadowbrook Drive, into a native plant demonstration meadow.  This project aims to showcase the beauty and ecological value of native grassland habitats.  The site will feature educational signage identifying native grasses and forbs, highlighting the importance of pollinator friendly low maintenance landscapes.  Over the course of a year, the project will involve careful site preparation,  including invasive species removal, solarization with a landscape tarp and soil enhancement—followed by native grass seeding and the planting of nursery grown forbs.  The meadow will be maintained by the Parks and Natural Lands Coordinator and provides another opportunity for community volunteers.
3. Publication:  THE BUDDING FORAGER’S GUIDE TO EDIBLE PLANTS IN SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA   Edited and researched by:
Jordan Metzgz, Claire  Krotoski AuXturora Wood (VT Massy Herbarium)
“Combating plant blindness through foraging outreach”
4. CHRISTIANSBURG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  
Student Conservation Club    Small Garden Area
The program increases knowledge in sustainable horticulture and sustainable landscaping management.  It will teach students about natural resource conservation to include invasive plant removal, planting natives, soil and water quality.  Additionally students will observe the life cycles in nature and interact with local insects, birds and wildlife who are impacted by human choices.  Our students created this plan and intend to create a safe space for their peers to use when feeling upset or overwhelmed. They are thinking of the social impact of horticulture and how it can be used to support our economically challenged families in the community.  They hope to provide fresh food for families in need, and possibly run a small fresh food stand in the future, so that they can pass on the fruits of their labor.  The program aims to increase the awareness of the benefits of home food production and increase food access of locally grown foods.  They will build personal habits of food production and share their knowledge with our community. 

