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Wildflower Walk
Driving Directions: 
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Notes:


	Location: Green Hill Park, Salem, Va
	Trip Leader: Ellen Holtmen, Linda Mavey, Gail McFarlad
	Date: April 18, 2017
	Weather: Cloudy, 65 degrees
	Elevation: 311 feet
	No in Attendance: 26
	Blooming: Poison Ivy
	1_2: Garlic Mustard
	2_2: Gill-over-the-ground
	3_2: Boxelder
	4_2: Virginia Spring Beauty
	5_2: Trillium graniflorium
	6_2: Canada violet
	7_2: Bloodroot
	8_2: Mayapple
	1_3: Pawpaw Tree
	2_3: Sessile Bellwort
	3_3: Buckeye tree
	4_3: Bedstraw
	5_3: Cutleaf toothwort
	6_3: Solomon's Seal
	7_3: Button bush
	8_3: Twinleaf
	9_2: Blue Cohosh
	10_2: Black Cohosh
	11_2: Putty root
	12_2: Jewelweed
	13_2: Star Chickweed
	14_2: Wild Ginger
	15_2: Sweet Cicely
	16_2: Virginia Waterleaf
	Plants Observed 1: Spicebush
	Plants Observed 2: dandelion
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	Plants Observed 4: Phlox
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	Plants Observed 18: Coomon moonseed vine
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	Text75: Green Hill Park is 224 acres on the Roanoke River with ballfields, a paved section of Roanoke River Greenway, a river access spot, a handicapped fishing pier, picnic shelters, a playground, and an equestrian center. Hidden away on the hillside are the Green Hill Park trails. These natural surface trails provide the opportunity to hike and mountain bike in the cool woods and to enjoy abundant wildflowers. The trails provide loop options and connect to the top of the equestrian jump field, where fabulous views lie in every direction. Horses are not allowed on the trails.
 
Large sycamores and boxelders form the border for the Roanoke (Staunton) River. The river ripples smoothly over bedrock, with marshy grasses lining the banks and forming tufts in shallow areas among the rock piles. Yellow-throated warbler, northern parula, eastern phoebe, Acadian and great crested flycatchers, and indigo bunting are abundant along these woodland edges. Deeper in the forested areas, pileated woodpecker, eastern wood-pewee, and blue-gray gnatcatcher can be heard. Look to the river for waders such as green heron, black-crowned night heron, and great blue heron. Flight calls of belted kingfisher ring loudly over the sounds of rushing river waters. Wood duck and mallard are resident, but in the fall and winter, are joined by other migrating shorebirds and waterfowl. This is a great spot for studying damselflies. The slow moving waters in shallow rock pools along the edge of the river are littered with dainty damsels. Look for blue-fronted, dusky, variable, and powdered dancers, familiar luet, and American rubyspot. Muskrat and recently river otters can be found around these waters. Big brown bat is likely to have a home nestled in the surrounding woodlands. Pickerel frog and spring peeper are denizens of this riverine bottomland, as is the northern watersnake.
 
 
	Text76: Go to U.S. 11 in Salem and turn onto Harborwood Road (Va 740). After crossing the Roanoke River and just past the instersection with West Riverside Drive (Va 639) turn into park.
Follow the park road to the very back parking lot.
 
 


