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April 28

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

General Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Roanoke Church of Christ at 2606 Bran-
don Ave. The program is Wildlife Habitat Gardening by Shelby Snider a Roanoke
Master Gardener Volunteer. Come join us and learn about creating a garden that will
bring your backyard some interesting visitors.

Randolph Macon Garden-Cleanup, 9:00 am. — 11:00 a.m.
Dorothy C. Bliss 434-845-5665, leader.

General Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m. Roanoke Church of Christ at 2606 Bran-
don Ave. The program is Climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro by Greg Edwards. Join us for an
evening of stunning slides of Greg’s adventuresome climb up one of the world’s most
spectacular summits.

Arcadia Walk. Meet at 10:00 a.m. Take [-81 north to the Arcadia Exit north of Bu-
chanan. Pass over the James River and through the village of Arcadia. After crossing
the bridge over Jennings Creek park on the right at the first pull off. Bring a lunch
and expect to see a wide variety of early spring ephemerals. There will be some easy
walking. Rich Crites, 774 -4518, leader.

Murder Hole and Catawba Creek. Meet at 10:00 a.m. at the Catawba Community
Center. Take U.S. 311 to Catawba. Turn right just before the Catawba Valley Gen-
eral Store, rt. 779 (Catawba Valley Road). The Community Center is .1 mile from the
post office on the right. Bring a lunch. We will be the guests of Dan and Marian
McConnell. Be prepared to see one of the areas most spectacular geological sites and
great botanizing. Along Catawba Creek we will see lots of bluebells and other flow-
ers. The walking will be easy. Much of it will be within just a few steps of the car.
Butch Kelly, 384-7429, leader.

General Membership Meeting, 7:00 p.m. at the Roanoke Church of Christ. Join our
speaker Lee Hipp, horticulture professor at Virginia Western Community College and
take a look at the Big Tree Registry of the Roanoke area. Lee will tell us where the
really big trees are located close to home.

Greenhill Park. Meet at 10:00 a.m. at the picnic pavilion at the back end of the park.
If you like trilliums this is the place to be. Rich Crites, 774-4518, leader.
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President’s Letter
Jim Bush

I am looking forward to a great year for the Blue Ridge Wildflower Society. We
have scheduled some very good field trips and speakers for the spring. Please mark your
calendars now and plan to join us and bring your friends.

Our February speaker will be Shelby Snider, a Roanoke Master Gardener, and she
will present a program about gardening with wildlife. In March Greg Edwards will share
his experience of climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro in Africa. Lee Hipp, horticulture professor at
VWCC, will show us the Big Tree Registry in April. Mike Donahue will share an evening
with us and speak on butterflies. He calls them “flying flowers”.

I welcome any suggestions you may have to help make this a very good year. Jim
Bush 929-4775 e-mail: jbush1054 1 (@earthlink.net.

Randolph Macon Women’s College Botanic Garden
Dorothy C. Bliss

We are planning to have our first work session of the year 2007 in March. I'd like
to try Saturday mornings again. This worked very well in the past year. This will be
mainly a clean-up morning to remove fallen branches, excessive leaves and some weeding
and cutting back dead stems. I hope to locate a source of wood chips other than cypress
which are procured by cutting young cypress trees struggling to grow along the devastated
Gulf Coast. If any of you know of a source of wood chips other than cypress please con-
tact me.

Today, January 19, as I entered the Garden there was a surprise awaiting me. The
Building and Grounds Department had finished the new compost bin I had requested.
What an improvement! I even christened it by picking up some dead branches and tossing
them in the bin.

The deciduous holly clumps, Ilex deciduas on the hillside alternate with winter-
berry clumps, Ilex verticullata. The former have grown too tall and block the view of the
rhododendrons on the upper edge. The Grounds Department has indicated to me that they
will remove these three clumps which I have flagged with orange tape. They will also
consider cutting off the dead branches of the dying oak behind the upper garden bench.

Spring 2007 Work Session

Saturday, March 10, 9:00 a.m. — 11:00 a.m.
Rain Date Saturday, March 17, 9:00 am. — 11:00 a.m.

More volunteers are always needed! If you have a friend who would like to join the
group please bring him or her along with you.

Dorothy Bliss — 434-845-5665







