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Letter from the President

I am looking forward to another great spring of wildflowers. It will be interesting to see what the deer
have left for us to find. I hope you will join us on our walks this year. We have scheduled some trips to new
places to visit. I believe everyone will enjoy these trips.

Jim Bush



Officers for 2007 - 2009

President Jim Bush (540) 929-4775

Vice President Rudy Albert (540) 774-2279

Treasurer Rosemary Ellis (540) 989-1683

Secretary Marcia Albert (540)-774-2279

Historian Betty Kelly (540) 384-7429
Help Wanted

Our society is in dire need of new folks to step forward and volunteer to help keep the club viable,
Many of the officers and leaders have done the work for 10 years or longer. This fall a new slate of officers
is due to be elected. Field trip leaders are needed. We have a great need for a person to take over the web
site. It is presently out of date, but we have no one with the expertise to fulfill this task. Folks with new
ideas would do wonders in helping our group move forward with a new perspective. Please, if you are will-
ing to help in any way, contact any of the present officers listed above.

Membership List

I am in the process of printing a new membership list. This will include name, mailing address,
phone and e-mail address. When you receive this list please check your current information and inform me
by phone or e-mail with corrections. Our seciety does not share lists or names with selicitors or other or-
ganizations. If you have reservations about your information being given to all members, please let me
know by March 1, 2008 Butch Kelly phone (540) 384-7429, e-mail butch24 10@msn.com.

Botanic Garden Cleanup at Randolph College
9:00 a.m.— 11:00 a.m.
March 15 Rain date March 22
Help is needed by all. Come get dirty and make the garden beautiful for the
May 30 dedication!



So You Want To Identify Wildflowers! Getting Started!
Butch Kelly

Wildflower identification can be rewarding and frustrating. It takes patience and time. The rewards
are endless. Spending time outside is good for your Vitamin D intake. Discovering new haunts and seeing
new places is very rewarding. Learning a new skill is something to feel good about. The best part in my mind
is learning what plants and animals should be found in certain locations.

Some folks would say why talk about animals in the same breath as wildflowers. The flowers would
not be here without insects and birds. There are always frogs, toads, snakes, and mammals to be on the lookout
for. Many of these creatures are vital for seed dispersal and pollination.

Several items which I call “tools of the trade” are needed. A journal is crucial for taking notes on
habitat types, location, species list, plant description, weather, date and time as well as a drawing of the plant if
your are so inclined. A hand lens is real handy. Binoculars are good for watching birds and butterflies. Don’t
get carried away watching them; after all you are supposed to be botanizing. Binoculars can also be used as a
hand lens by turning them upside down and putting the eyepiece next to the flower. A Swiss Army knife is
handy for lots of uses. A camera can be valuable for keeping your flowers forever. Remember take only pic-
tures and leave nothing but footprints.

The most important tool is the field guide. Many novices make the mistake of using a picture book
guide. This can be very frustrating. Some are color keyed, which seems nice, but it is not an exact science. It
is best to learn how to key flowers. While this may be exasperating at first, it will lead to more accurate plant
identification. Start out simple by investing in a very basic guide for beginners and work your way up to some-
thing more professional.

If you are a true beginner it is best to get a book such as Flower Finder by May Theilgaard Watts, Pub-
lished by Nature Study Guild. This book has been dubbed the “idiot key”. Supposedly any idiot can use it.
Another book to keep handy is the simple Golden Guide to Wildflowers from St. Martin’s Press. Use these
books to learn the botanical terms and plant parts which are key to identification, Remember plants have
leaves, roots, stems, flowers, and seeds which can be important in identification. Pick a plant that you know
and find it in the book. Study its parts and learn the names. Once you become comfortable with these books
graduate to something a little more advanced. My favorite is Newcomb’s Wildflower Guide, by Lawrence
Newcomb, published by Little, Brown. Again study the beginning of the book carefully. Become really famil-
iar with it. It should get “dog eared” and become a mess. This means you are progressing.

Once you have identified a plant you can follow up with a look at a book with good photos. Here are
several possibilities Wildflowers of North Carolina by William S. Justice and C. Ritchie Bell. The publisher is
The University of North Carolina Press. My favorite is a fairly new publication called Wildflowers of Tennes-
see by Jack B. Carman. It is published by Highland Rim Press. For the real botanists of the crowd, I recom-
mend Flora of West Virginia by P. D. Strausbaugh and Earl L. Core. The publisher is West Virginia University.
The granddaddy of all plant keys is Gray’s Manual of Botany by M. L. Fernald, published by The American
Book Company.

Spring is a great time to get out into the woods. Enjoy your botanizing and good luck.
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